W I THROW & TERRANOVA 



©001 



Withrow & Terranova 

Professional Limited Liability Company 



Attorneys At Law 03 
;i$tered Patent Attorneys 

A High Technology Patent Practice 



Registered Patent Attorneys ST] 
— W 



FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 



i 

E 

- on 

TO. FROM: p. 

Examiner Jean B. Fleuraatin Taylor M Davenport jjj 

PTO -Art Unit 2172 2/12/2003 . ^ 

FAX NUMBER; ~ TOTAL NO- Of PACES INCr.UDlNC COVER: 

703-746-7239 35 ^ 

PHONE NUMBER: SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMBER: 

703-306-5844 7000-172 



RE: 



YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER: 



Response to Office Action 09/276,056 



□ URGENT □ f OR KEVIKW □ PLEAS* COMMENT □ PLEASE REPLY □ ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW 



NOTES/COMMRNTS: 



Attached please find the following documents related to the above-referenced 
application: 

1) Response co the Office Action mailed 04 December 2002 (34 pages) 



NOTE: The infotmarion contained in this transmission is privileged and confidential and intended 
ONLY for the individual, or entity named above. If you should receive this transmission in error, please 
notify our office and return to the below address via die U.S. Postal Service. 



201 SHANNON OAKS CIRCLE, SUITE 200 
CARYj NC 27511 
PH: (919) 654-4520 

Received from < 919 654 4521 > at 2/12/03 4:35:10 PM [Eastern StandardtimeJ " <919) * 54 " 4521 



r/ 

WITHROff & TERRANOVA V^f?^a^ff5?12Sfft \@002 



1^^ 02/1.2/03 17:22 FAX 919 654 ^^1 



Official 




L 



IN THE UNITED STATES' PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

i 

In re Application of: Bldck et al. Examiner: Fleurantin, Jean B. 

Serial No. 09/276,056 Art Unit: 21 72 

Filed: 03/25/1999 

For: FAULT TOLERANCE FOR NETWORK ACCOUNTING ARCHITECTURE ^ 

rn 

Commissioner for Patents (£0 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 H 

Sir: <C 
RESPONSE TO THE OFFICE ACTION MAILED 04 DECEMBER 2002 S, 

. 

In response to the office action mailed 04 December 2002, Applicant offers the following jjj 

amendments and remarks. If any fees are required in association with this response, the Director p-j 

is hereby authorized to charge them to Deposit Account 50-1732, and consider this a petition O 

1 o 

therefor. 

In the specification: 

Please replace the. paragraph beginning on page 1, line 5 with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 



Data collection systems are used to collect information from network traffic flow on a 
network. These data collection systems are designed to capture one type of network traffic from 
one source type and deliver the date to one application type such as a billing application.—. 



Please replace the'paragraph beginning on page 6, line 1 3 with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 



The accounting process 14 enables users such as an Enterprise or an Internet Service 
Provider to maintain an existing accounting configuration. Information sources can include 
network traffic flow, RADIUS accounting data, RMON/RMON2 data, SNMP-based data, and 
other sources of network usage data. The accounting process 14 collects data via the flow data 
collection layeT 1 8 from multiple disparate sources and produces a new type of composite records. 
These new composite records result in new information which provides a source for network 
accounting, billing, management, capacity planning, and so forth.—. 
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